WHAT IS PUPPY KINDERGARTEN?

The Sarasota Humane Society Puppy Kindergarten classes are for puppies 10 to 16 weeks old when they attend their first class, and are designed to familiarize your puppy with his environment and expose him to many of the situations he will encounter for the rest of his life. He learns social skills in a controlled setting. You can join the class at any time as it is “ongoing”.

These classes are geared to “puppy issues” such as housebreaking, crate training, and socialization with both humans and canines. It also provides a resource for many of the questions new puppy owners have. In the end, you will have a confident and well- adjusted puppy. You will be a happy puppy owner and will be less likely to give up your puppy as he grows into an adult. 

“Puppy issues” are different than adult dog issues and puppy classes are geared to those needs. It provides positive experiences in a controlled setting while encouraging owners to further these experiences at home. Obedience commands geared to a puppy’s extremely short attention span is also introduced. 

The most important time for a puppy’s socialization is the first three months of life. It is during this time that puppies must be exposed to as many new situations, people, animals, environment, and children as possible without causing fear and stress. Puppy classes teach you how to introduce and handle these situations appropriately. 

While some veterinarians do not recommend exposure to other dogs until your puppy has had his full set of shots, the American Veterinary Society of Animal Behavior believes the benefits of such classes far outweigh the potential risks of waiting until all three sets are given. There is a small risk in letting your puppy mix with other puppies but like your puppy, all of the other puppies will be up to date on their vaccinations and are in good health. Every year thousands of dogs are euthanized or turned into shelters because of behavior problems that could have been prevented by early socialization.

The cost of this five-week course is $65.
